Diagnostic overshadowing in dentistry.
Diagnostic overshadowing can be described as a concept whereby symptoms of physical ill health are mistakenly attributed by healthcare professionals to either a mental health or behavioural problem, or as being inherent in the person's disability. This can lead to a failure to diagnose and treat appropriately. Although widely discussed in medicine, this issue has not been previously highlighted in the dental speciality, yet it can lead to significantly detrimental general and oral health outcomes for vulnerable patients. This article focuses on the care of patients with learning disabilities and the prevention of diagnostic overshadowing in dentistry through the application of reasonable adjustments to care and education within the dental team.